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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 22, 1973

Dear Mr., President;

I want to thank you for your generous and gracious hospltality
during my visit to Damascus. 1 was deeply touched by the warmth
of the welcome which you and your Government extended me, and
partlcularly appreciated your readiness to give so freely of your
time, well beyond what had been scheduled, in order that we might
have a full discussion of the problems at issue.

In all frankness, I must say that [ do regret your Government's
decision not to attend the opening session of the peace conference
at Geneva. I hope, howaver, that you will find it possible to join
the conference at some future date. Should you decide to do so,
I can assure you that the United States will be prepared to work with
you in a spirit of confidence and cooperation,

Iwas very gratified that we were able to reach agreement on
the establishment of channels of communication. I look forward to
having continuing close contact with you and your Government, both
personelly and through the offices which we will be setting up in
each other's capitals, in pursuit of the just and lasting peace which
we all seek,

Warm regards,

/
! Y
Henry A, Kissinger .

His Excellency
Hafez al-Asad,
President,
Syrian Arab Republic,
Damasecus,

1973 SV 0918 22) deV ot 0 ] rviemsS (58 opn b 11 i
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His Excellency

Hafez Asad,

President of the Syrian Arab Republie,
Damascus.
Dear Mr. President:

As I begin the final stage of my return flight to
Washington, I went to thenk you agein for the extraordinary
hospitelity accorded to me snd the mewbors of my staff during
our two atope Lo Dawascus, [ have heard throughout the Arab
Yorld that Syris is femed for its hospitality, and now 1
understand wby this is so.

1 em satisfied, Mr. President, that progress was made
during my trip thenks in lerge measure to your wisdom and
farsightedness, After the visit to Washington of a menior
Israeli represeantative, af which I spoke to you during our
talk, I look forwerd to receiving your trusted repressatative
for a continuation of our discussions., I believe that with
good will oo both sides disengegement cen be achieved on
the Syrian front sccording to the program I outlined to you,
as an ioitiel step toward &n overall just end durable peace
in accordance with Security Council Resolution 338,

Finally, I went to confirm, as I said when we wet,
that I intend to keep im close touch with you about contacts
I have with third countries ou mstters relating to e Middle
East settlement. I sm confident you agree that such a
procedurs will avoid uisunderstandings that could cause
nesdless difficulties in pursuing the improved relations
between our two countries which we both seak.

Warm personal regards,

Heury A. Kissiuger

K.MJ—\"“-Mi atf (1D

Tusnday Marel S, 132y
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FOR SCOTES FROM THE SECRETARY

§. PLEASE CONVEY FOLLOWING ORAL MESSAGE FROM ME TO
PRESIDENT ASAD.

2., BEGIN MESSAGE:

THE SECRETARY HAS JUST COMPLETED FIVE HOURS OF INTENSIVE
DISCUSSIONS WITH GENERAL DAYAN YESTERDAY AND TODAY, AND
WANTS TO GIVE PRESIDENT ASAD THIS IMMEDIATE REPORT,

GENERAL DAYAN WAS AUTHORIZED BY KIS GOVERNMENT TO CONVEY
TO THE SECRETARY 1SRAEL'S LATEST IDEAS ON THE TERMS OF A
DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT WITH SYRIA. THE SECRETARY FQUND
SOME NEW POSITIVE ELEMENTS IN THE ISRAELI POSITION

WHICH REFLECT SOME EVOBION IN ISRAELI THINXING 1N

THE DIRECTION KE AND PRESIDENT ASAD MAVE DISCUSSED, FOR
EXAMPLE, WHKEREAS THE I[SRAELIS PREVIOUSLY INSISTED THAT

ALL THE AREAS 1T EVACUATES UNDER THE DISENGAGEMENT AGREE-
MENT SHOULD BE TURNED QVER TO THE UN, THEY ARE NOW THINKING
IN TERMS OF ESTABLISHING A SERIES QF ZONES ON THE MODEL OF
THE EGYPTIAN DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT, WITH ONLY A SMALL
PART BEING TURNED OVER TO THE UN. THEY HAVE

ALSO ACCEPTED THE PRINCIPLE OF FULL AECIPROCITY WITH
RESPECT TO LIMITATIONS ON FORCES AND ARMAMENTS TO
AGREED DISTANCES BEHIND THE DISENGAGEMENT LINES.

IN LIGHT OF HIS KNOWLEDGE OF PRESIDENT ASAD'S POSITION,
THE SECRETARY TOLD GENERAL DAYAN HE NEVERTHELESS DOES
NOT CONSIDER THESE LATEST ISRAEL! PROPOSALS SUFFICIENT.
HE HAS REQUESTED GENERAL DAYAN TO CONVEY TO THE

ISRAEL] GOVERNMENT HIS COMMENTS, WHICH HE GAVE TO THE
GENERAL IN GREAT DETAIL, AND TO SEEK FURTHER MODIFICA-
TIONS IN ISRAEL'S POSITION,

THE SECRETARY BELIEVES THAT GENERAL DAYAN 1S PLAYING A
CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN INFLUENCING THE EVOLUTION OF
ISRAELI GOVERNMENT THINKING, AS HE DID DURING THE
NEGOTIATIONS ON EGYPTIAN~ISRAELI DISENGAGEMENT, THE
SECRETARY IS5 VERY HOPEFUL THAT KE WILL SUCCEED IN
PRODUCING AN ACCEPTABLE PLAN. IN THIS CONNECTION,

THE SECRETARY WANTS TO UNDERLINE THE POINT HE MADE IN
AN EARLIER COMMUNICATION TO THE PRESIDENTABOUT THE
IMPORTANCE OF CALMING THE MILITARY SITUATION WHILE THE
DISENGAGENMENT DISCUSSIONS GO FORWARD. IT IS CLEAR TO
THE SECRETARY FROM HIS TALKS WITH GENERAL DAYAN THAT
THE OPPOSITION LIKUD IN ISRAEL 1S EXPLOITING THE
CONTINUING MILITARY ACTIVITY ON THE SYRIAN FRONT IN
WAYS THAT MAKE MORE DIFFICULT OUR EFFORTS, IN WHICH WE
BELIEVE GENERAL DAYRW CAN BE OF GREAT ASSISTANCE, TO
OBTAIN A MORE FORTHCOMING ISRAELI ATTITUDE TOWARD
DISENGAGEMENT.

AS HE HAS PROMISED, THE SECRETARY IS FULLY ENGAGED 1IN
THE SYRIAN-ISRAELI DISENGAGEMENT DISCUSSIONS AND 1S

COMMITTED TO SPARE NOEFFORT TO SEE THEM THROUGH TO A
SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION, THE SECRETARY AGAIN WANTS TO

CONVEY TO PRESIDENTASAD HIS WARM PEASQY ARDS.

END MESSAGE.  KISSINGER

BT

#4527 SECRB T KODIS/CHEROKEE

(1974 ,15131) w1 s I | S (5 50 oy 2o Do, 13 2335
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FOR SCOTES FROM SISCO

o THE FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM TKE
SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT ASAD WHICH YOU SHOULD DELIVER
IMMEDIATELY IN WHATEVER WAY YOU DEEM ™MOST FEASIBLE,

2+ BEGIN TEXT. DEAR MR, PRESIDENT: AS’ YOU XNOW, SINCE I
BECANE SECRETARY OF STATE [ HAVE SOUGHT TO IMPROVE THE TIES
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE CQUNTRIES OF THE aRAB
WORLD, 1N THIS REGARD IT KAS GIVEN ME PARTICULAR PLEASURE
TO SEE CKANNELS OF COMMUNICATION ONCE MORE RESTORED BETWEEN
OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS, AND THERE 1S MOPE FOR EVEN GREATER
IMPROVEMENT IN THE FUTUARE.

3. IT IS IN THIS SPIRIT THAT ! WANT TO SHARE WITH YOU IN
ADVANCE THE RESULTS OF DISCUSSIONS WE HAVE HAD WITK SAUDI
ARABIA TO INTENSIFY OUR LONG-STANDING AND COMPREMENSIVE
COOPERATION WITH THAT COUNTRY. FOR SOME TIME, DEGINNING
BEFORE THE OCTOBER MIODLE EAST CONFLICY AND THE OIL
EMRARGO AND [N RESPONSE TO SAUDI INTEREST IN DEEPENING OUR
RELATIONSKIP, WE AND THE SAUDIS HAD BEEN DISCUSSING WAYS
TO GIVE MORE SUBSTANCE AND CONCRETE EXPRESSION TO QUR
COOPERATION. TKESE DISCUSSIONS HAVE RESUMED IN RECENT
WEEKS IN A MORE CONCRETE wAY. PRINCE FAMD WILL BE VISITING
WASHINGTION PROBABLY NEXT MONTH TO DISCUSS WITH US SOME
SPECIFIC WAYS 70 INTENSIFY OUR COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIP

IN THE FIELDS OF ECONOMICS, TECHNOLOGY, AND INDUSTRY AND
IN THE SUPPLY OF THE XINGDOM'S REQUIREMENTS FOR DEFENSIVE
PURPOSES. A JOINT US-SAUDI STATEMENT TO THIS EFFECT WILL
BE ISSUED ON APRIL 5. '

4, WE ARE STILL EXPLORING WITH THE SAUDIS WHAT PARTICULAR
FORM OUR COOPERATION COULD TAKE. WE ARE TALKING WITH THE
SAYDIS ABOUT ESTABLISHING SOME MECHANISMS THAT WILL GIVE
MORE FOCUS TO OUR CODPERATION., WE MAY BE ESTABLISHING
SOME JOINT COMMISSIONS THAT COULD DEAL WITH EcCONnOMIC,
TECHROLOGICAL AND MILITARY MATTERS., WE VIEW THE CLOSER
TIES WITH SAUDI ARABIA AS A SIGNIFICANT PART OF OUR
POLICY OF STRENGTHENING OUR TIES UITH‘THE ARAB VORLD.

5. 1 AM CONFIDENT, MR, PRESIDENT, THAT YOU WILL APPRECIATE
THE VALUE OF WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO DO WHICH WE BELIEVE
WILL BE CONSIDERED AS FURTHER EVIDENCE OF OUR DESIRE TO
HAVE A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP VITH OUR FRIENDS IN THE ARAB
WORLD. I AM LOQKING FORWARD T0 MY TALKS WITH YOUR REPRE=-
SENTATIVE NEXT WEEK IN WASHINGTON. WARM REGARDS, HENRY

A. KISSINGER. END MESSAGE,

6, FOLLOVING 1S TEXT OF JOINT U.S,~SAUD1 ANNOUNCEMENT
WHICH YOU SHOULD MAKE AVAILABLE WITH FOREGOING MESSAGE.

BEGIN TEXT: QUOTEs FOLLOWING DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA AND THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, THE TW0 COUNTRIES ARE PREPARED
TO EXPAND AND GIVE MOIE CONCRETE EXPARESSION TO COOPERA-
TION IN THE FIELDS OF ECONOMICS, TECHNOLOGY AND INDUSTAY,
AND IN THME SUPPLY OF THE KINGDOM'S REGUIREMENTS FOR
DEFENSIVE PURPOSES,

H1S ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE FAHD BIN ABD AL-AZIZ HAS
ACCEPTED AN INVITATION TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES INW -

THE NEAR FUTURE TO DISCUSS THESE MATTERS WITH PRESIDENT P
NIXON AND SECAETARY OF STATE KISSINGER. Ll &\,)i&\
IN MOVING TO STRENGHTHEN THEIR RELATIONS, BOTH GOVERNMENTS LB ‘Vp&x, -
REAFFIRM THEIR HOPE THAT A JUST AND DURABLE PEACE WILL AR

BE RAEALIZED IN THE WIDDLE EAST SO THAT ALL LIS PEQOPLES
MAY ENJOY STABILITY AND WORX FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND
PROSPERITY OF THE REGION, END GUOTE. END TEXT.

(1974 0L 5) Y o5 M N 2eS (6  pe dain Do) 14 AL,
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DEAR PRESIDENT ASSAD:

YOU WILL RECALL THAT IN OUR RECENT TALX WE AGREED THAT
RATHER THAN A JOINT MEETING BEIWEEN MYSELF AND GROMYKO IN
DAMASCUS IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE FOR ME TO MEET WITH TRE SOVIETY
FOREIGN MINISTER QUTSIDE THE AREA. 1 HAD 1IN MIND, AS YOU XMOW,
ABOUT THURSDAY OF THIS COMING WEEK. I HAVE JUST RECEIVED A
MESSAGE FROM GRONMYNO SUGGESYING THAY WE NEET IN CYPRUS QN EITHER
THE ?7H OR THE 8JH. 1IN fY t0ST RECENT MESSAGE TO YOU TRANSHITIED
JUST A FEW HOURS AGO, [ SUGGESTED THAT IN LIGHT OF THE 1SRAELI
CABINET MEETING TODAY THAT IT WQULD PERHAPS BE BEST IF YOU AND I
GET TOGETHER QN TUESDAY, THE 7TH. 1N LIGHT DOF GROMYKO°S
#IESSAGE AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS WHICH I WILL OUTLINE IN THKIS
MESSAGE 1 NOW BELIEVE THAT 1T WOULD PERHAPS BE BETTER IF YOU
AND 1 PLANNED DN GETTING TOGETHER ON WEDNESCAY, THE 8TH.

THE REASONS ARE THESE: THE ISRAELI CABINET -MET TODAY, AND
1 UNDERSTAND THEY ARE LIKELY TO CONTINUE THEIR D1SCUSSIONS
AND TAKE A PRELIMINARY DECISION ON TUESDAY, THE 7IH. THEREFORE,
I THINK 1 SHOULD MEET WITH GROMYKO ON THE 7IH IN CYPRUS TO
REVIEW THE SITUATION AND BE IN DAMASCUS ON THE 8IH. 1
HOPE THIS WILL BE CONVENIENT FOR YOU.

WARM REGARDS
HENRY A, KISSINGER

N s V.
Froad A D in DA

vefe[q g Mg LU el Sy,
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2. BEGIN TEXT. MR. PRESIDENT:

I FINISKED SEVERAL HOURS OF TALKS HERE TODAY WITH

PRIME MINISJER MEIR AND HER COLLEAGUES WITH PRODUCTIVE RESULTS.
CONVERSATIORS WERE AS DIFFICULT aS 1 EXPECTED, BUT 1 aM
PLEASED TO0 REPORT T0O YOU THAT MY VIEWS PREVAILED AND I WILL

BE BRING ING TO YOU TOMORROW AN ISAAELI MAP WHICH REFLECIS

IN PRECISE TERMS THE AMERICAN PROPOSAL I DESCRIBED

Ta Yau YES‘[ERDAY.

3., THERE HAS ALSO BEEN AN OPPORTUNITY TD DISCUSS 1N SOME
DETAIL A NUMBER OF OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE AGREEMENT WHICH YOU
AND I VILL WANT TO FOCUS UPON IN A CONCRETE WAY AS WELL,
THESE INCLUDE THE QUESTIONS OF AREA OF SEPARATION, AN AREA
OF LIMITATION, THE YN PRESENCE, THE QUESTION OF PRISONERS OF
VAR, AND OTHER RELATED MATTERS. THERE IS GENERAL AGREEMENT
TO SEEK TO CONCLUDE THE AGREEMENT BY THURSDAY.

4, FINALLY, MR, PRESIDENT, AS 1 HAVE REFLECTED ON THE DECISION
TAKEN BY YOU YESTERDAY, 1 ONCE AGAIN WANT TO COMMEND YOU FOR

YOU GREAT COURAGE, WISDOM AND STATESMANSHIP WHICH 1 DEEPLY

BELIEVE WILL BEGIN A PROFOUND NEW TURNING POINT’ IN RELATIONS BETVEEN
SYRIA AND THE UNITED STATES, WHILE THERE ARE STILL A NUMBER OF
ELEMENTS OF THE AGREEMENT TO BE WORKED OUT, 1 AM CONFIDENT

THAT 1T SHOULD BE POSSIBLE TO COMPLETE OUR TASK IN THE COURSE OF
THYS COM ING WEEK.

5. 1 LOOK FORWARD TO 'SEEING YOU AGAIN, WARMEST REGARDSAvVD DFE&M
HENRY A, KISSINGER., END TEXT.KISSINGER

BT
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1. PLEASE INFORM PRESIDENT ASAD OF TH™ FOLLOWING FROM THE
SECRETARY: '

Ae SECTETARY JUST RECEIVED WORD THAT ISRAELI CASINET HAS

APPROVED DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMANT. IN ORDER 10 PREVENT LEAKS \
THEY ARE GOING TO HAVE ANOTHER CABINET MEETING AT 4388 P.M, N

DAMASCUS TIME TO GIVE IMPRESSION THAT DECISION HAS NOT YET

BEEN TAXE, BUT PRESIDENT ASAD SHOULD KNOW THAT DECISION HAS \‘-3
b

JUST BEEN TAKEN IN THIS MORNING*S CASINET MEFTING.

WITH PRESIDENT ASAD ANNOUSCING THE AGREEMENT
WILL BE MADE IN VASHINGTON TODAY AT 5:€¢ P.M. DAMASCUS TINME,

C. AS ANNOUNCEMENT HAS DATE OF SIGNING IN 1T, A9D
BECAUSE OF ALL OF THME LOGISTICS THAT HAVE TO BE SET UP,
WE NEED IMMEDIATELY ASAD'S REACTION T0 WHETHER HE AGREES THAT
THE SIGAING SHOULD BE MOVED UP TO THURSDAY IN GENEGA (17¢0
GENEVA TIME),

XISSINGER.

B. AS AGREED WITH PRESIDENT ASAD, THE STATEMENT AGREED TO 3
X
1

wid
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 31, 1974

Dear Mr. President:

As I leave for Washington, there is a certain
sadness of parting. I feel that my departure is
not just another goodbye but, indeed, a parting of
friends. I greatly appreciate the agpportunity you
have given me to wark so closely with you in pur-
suing that all important goal of a just and lasting
peace in the Middle East. I carry with me the hope
that we will soon meet again.

It is not easy to say in words how appreciative
I am of your hospitality. Indeed, you have been most
generous with your time and gracious in your atten-
tion. Your kindness to me and to my colleagues will
be long remembered. I look forward to the time when
we may be able to extend our hospitality in the same
manner.

Warm regards,

7

f— A
Henry A. Kissinger

His Excellency
Hafez al-Assad,
President of the Syrian Arab Republic,

Damascus.

(1974 5L 31) AN s N J) e 620 0 i3 18 TS
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE

OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEAR MR, PRESIDENT:

1 HAVE ASKED MR. SCOTES TO CONVEY TGO YOU PROMPTLY THE
TEXT OF THE PARAGRAPHS ON THE MIDDLE EAST THAT ARE INCLUDED
IN THE COMMUNIQUE BEING 1SSUED AT THE CONCLUSION OF
PRESIDENT NIXON'S CUARENT VISIT TO THME SOVIET UNION.

I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT, SINCE MY LAST MESSAGE T0
YOU, WE HAVE CONTINUED TQ ADHERE TQ THE STRATEGY THAT YOU
AND I HAVE DISCUSSED ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS.

THE SOVIETS CONTINUED TO PRESS HARD FOR IMMEDIATE
RESUMPTION OF THE GENEVA CONFEARENCE AND FOR CONCENTRATING
QUR DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS THKERE. THE COMMUNIQUE REFLECTS
THIS, BUT I WANT TO ASSURE YOU WE HAVE TOLD THE SOVIETS
THAT "AS SOON AS POSSIBLE™ MEANS NO EARLIER THAN SEPTEIMBER.
GROMYKO SEEMED TO AGREE, IN ANY CASE, NO DATE WILL BE
DECIDED UNTIL OUR FUTHRER CONSULTATIONS WITH YOU. GROMYKO
ALSO SEEMED TO FEEL THAT THE CONFERENCE MIGHT BE RESUMED
FIRST AT THE AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL.

IN OUR PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS, THE PRESIDENT MADE
CLEAR THAT, WHILE VWE WOULD COOPERATE IN RESUMPTION OF
THE WORK OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, WE WOULD CONTINUE TO
CHOOSE THE NEGOTIATING FORUM ON EACH ISSUE IN THE LIGHT
OF OUR JUDGMENT ON WHAT 1S MOST LIKELY TO0 PRODUCE
RESULTS. GENERAL SECRETARY BREZHNEV ACKNOWLEDGED THAT
BILATERAL CONSULTATIONS WOULD BE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE.

YOU WILL NOTE THAT THE LANGUAGE ON THE PALESTINIANS
1S AS IT HAS BEEN IN PREVIOUS STATEMENTS IN WHICH THE
U.S. HAS PARTICIPATED. THE LANGUAGE ON THE QUESTION OF
“"OTHER PARTICIPANTS™ AT THE GENEVA CONFERENCE IS DRAWA
FROM THE U.Se = SOVIET LETTER TO WHICH ALL PARTICIPANTS
AGREED IN DECEMBER BEFORE ATTENDING THE GENEVA CONFERENCE.

IN SHORT, WE REMAIN FIRMLY ON THE COURSE WE HAVE
AGREED AND LOOK FORWARD TO OUR FUATHER CONSULTATIONS
WITH YOUR REPARESENTATIVE IN WASHINGTON.

WARM PERSONAL REGARDS.,

HENRY A. KISSINGER
S g P vl S
ui’v)i o] N G

1974 5505 3) AV e I ) oS (G m oo B 1129 EaS,
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Both sides believe that the removal of the danger
of war and tenslon 1n the Middle East 1s a task of
paramount importance and urgency, and therefore, the
only alternative is the achievement, on the basis of
UN Security Council Resolution 338, of a Just and
lasting peace settlement in which should be taken 1nto
account the legitimate interests of all peoples 1in the
Middle East, including the Palestinian people, and the
right to existence of all states in the area.

As Co~Chalrmédn of the Geneva Peace Conference on
the Middle East, the USSR and the USA consider 1t
important that the Conference resume 1ts work as soon
as possible with the question of other participants
from the Middle East area to be discussed at the
Conference. Both sides see the main purpose of the
Geneva Peace Conference, the achievement of which they
will promote in every way, as the establishment of Just
and stable peace in the Middle East.

They agree that the USA and the USSR will continue
to remaln in close touch with 2 view to coordinating
the efforts of both countries toward a peaceful settle-

ment in the Middle East.
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November 25, 1974

His -Excellency
Hatez al~Asad,
Presaident,

Syrian Arab Republic.

Dear Nr. President:

I want to confirm to you immediately that the
text of the Security Council Resolutic'm extending.
the mandate of the UNDOF is now agreed and that I
have already instructed the United States Mission
at the United Nations to begin to move to find a
couatry to introduce the Resolution in line with
your origimal prooosal to me,

The text which would be introduced, therefore,
is as follows:

"The Security Council, having noted
the efforts made to establish a durable
and just peace in the Middle East area
and the developments in the situation im
the area,

"Expressing concern over the prevailing
state of tension in the area,

"Reaffirming that the two agreements on
disengagement of forces are only a step
towards the implementation of Resolution 338,

“Decides

“A. To call upon the parties concerned

(1974 W 1 125 25) AuH 3 I M) oS (g m pa Ay 11210 433
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to implement immediately Security Council
Resolution 338 of 1973;

"B, To renew the period of UNDOF
for another period of six months:

"C. The Secretary General will submit
at the end of this period a report on the
developaents in the situation and the

measures taken to implement Resolution 338"

I want to exvress again my deep sporeciation
for the astatesmanlike praposal which you have made
and my gratification that it is now posgible to
move abhead on the basis of that proposal. The
renewal of the UNDOF mandate will help provide the
framework for further progress along the lines you
and I have discussed,.

Warm personal regards,

Henry A. Kissinger

1210 &5y
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Megsege frou HE Preafdent Hafez Al-Assad
to Dr. lenry Kigsinger

1 « Hi{a Excellency President Hafe2 Al-Assad wiskes
to thank s Nenry Xlssloger far hle two mesgages dated
Septenbex,71975 and his oral messaze ¢onveyed by Ambassador
furphy on Octobexr 2nd,

2 = The preslldent wisheg to rcaffirm once szain gur
koenneas in ths Syrian Aradb Republic to achieve il.:" peace
in this area, He has no doudbt that our attitulde this
connsat{on is very clear te Dr. Kigsinger ms bhe learnt it
many timea during thelir gaeveral meetinga.

3 = Dr, Eissinger will recall that ths Preaident
nade 4t olenr during their latest meeting that the Arads
have iatereat in peace, and that {f we conclude that there
vas an Aradb interest in talks on a pew disengagement, then
we will u{,y;ee ta such talks, otharvise we will not eagree
to the talks,.

Yhile we are keen to achisve just peace in the area,
i1t is our view that the Sinal agreement aigned between
Egypt and Isreel has made it irpossidle for Syria to
enter negotiations in respeet of the Syrian front.

The Syrian Arab Republio is unable to follow the
path of Egypt when it emtered into individual talka.

4 « Dr. Kissinger will also recall that the President
repeatedly said durinf their frequent meetings that
divisicn of the queatioa and aplittins of the Ared front
would not serve the prooess of peace, The Priesident
reaffirmed this view during the latest m=2eting with Dr,
Kissinger when he stated in the course of clarifying the
road leading to peace, that we viewcd the queation as
as an Arad - lIsraeli conflict snd not en Egyptian = Israell
nor & Syrien -~ Iaraeli coaflict, because any solution not
based on this view will only mx close the doors towvard peace,
and that neither t separately nor Syria separately had
the right to solve its prodlems at the expenssi of others.
Indeed, as stated by the Presidenty at that meeting, the
Sinai sgreement has complicated the szituation.

5 - In the light of the above, the President wants to
gay that if Jerael really desires not to close all doora
towards peace and also deaires to carry out serious talks
which are not merely designed to waste time, then the only
possible. talks are those talks which involve the Syrian
and the Palestinian fronmts sirultanscusly, We are coavinced
that this is the only road which leads to rayive the
procesa of peace.

6 = Tha president bslisves that Dr, Kisainger has
realized the sincerity of Syria‘s intentions and 1its
eincority to the cause of peace. Dr, Kissinger several times

expressed t..at he was sconvinced this.
But we in Syria sarmot folldw a path which we definitely

believe that.it is barmful to Arab interests as well as to
the cause of pesce.

Finally, the President sends his warm psrasonal regerds
to Dr, Kissinger and his best wishes for his good health
and happiness.
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EMBASSY QF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Damascus, Octaber 8, 1975

His Excellency
Hafez al-Asad,
President,

Syrfan Arab Republic.

Dear Mr. President:

1 appreciate your message further clarifying the Syrian position
toward future negotiations. From our talks together and from my most
recent meeting with Foreign Minister Khaddam, I believe I have under-
steod your position and your abjectives. As 1 have said in our
conversations, we share the same objective of a just and lasting
peace. Our differences of approach have resulted only from our
respective analyses of what course of action i{s most 1ikely to pro-
duce movement toward our conmon goal.

It remains our conviction that it is important for us to work
together in developing a strategy for continuing the negotiations.

For this reason, we continue to believe that it would be useful for
you and President Ford to have an opportunity to meet and discuss
these matters, There are many intangibles in the present situation
which 1 believe you would consider important if we could describe them
fully to you.

President Ford has therefore asked me to tell you that he is
now planning to be in Europe in the middle of November and that he
would welcome the opportunity to meet you at a mutually satisfactory
place beginning in the evening of November 17 and continuing the talks
on November 18, if that were convenient for you. President Ford would

have to return to Washington during the afternoon of November 18.
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President Hafez al-Asad

As the President and T have both stated on previous occasions,
we remain committed to continued progress toward peace and we belleve
alsa that good relations between aur two countries can contribute to
this end. I believe a meeting between you and President Ford could
be important in laying the groundwork for further steps toward that

goal.

Warm regards,

Henry A. Kissinger

12012 3l
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Message: From Hls Excellency President Hafez Al-Assad
To Dr, Henry Kissinger

Hie Excellency President Hafez Al-Assad wants to thank
ir. !lenry Kissinger for his message dated October 8, 1975.

1 - His Excellency the President wants to express to
President Ford his esteen of the motives Lehind his desire
to arrange a meeting between them, Indeed, Xam Prasident
Hlafez Al-Agsad sbares,President Ford his desire in.isitﬁgﬁgg
rea;zitf meeting. Wl

However, tho President wants Lo mske it clear that the
data of the Sinai agreement, oudr attitude toward this
azreeuent eand developments that followed, all these may
give way to untrue inferences or interpretations to the
meoeting of the two Fresidents, and scme of such inferences
and interpretations may be menipulated in favour of the
Binal agreemont - & situation which does not conform with
the aim of the meebting.

2 - Therefore, the President suggeats that the meeting
should teke place in mutually more favourable conditions,
30 that such conditiona will be - as we hope - free of any
shortcpmings which may mar them and affect the positive
effectiwonesa of the meeting in developing relations and
cooperation botween our two countries.

Finally, Hdis Exosllency the Fresident sends his warm
personal recards to Jr. Kissinger.

October 17, 1975

1975 Sy 05,25 17) AN s I J) oS (6 58 oo &3 113 ik,
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

His Excellency

Hafez al-Asad,

President of the Syrian Arab Republic,
Damascus.,
Dear Mr. President:

President Pord has asked me to thank you for your
message on the subject of a possible meeting in Europe
in mid-November. We very much appreciate the splrit and
tone of your message. While we understand the considera-
tions which lie behind your decision, we do regret it.
As you know from our past discussions we consider under-
standing and cooperation between Syria and the Unlted
States essential to the success of our efforts to help
achieve a comprehensive settlement in the Middle East.
President Ford remains dedicated to this objective and
would very much have liked to have talks with you at
this time on how best to proceed. As I wrote you in
my last letter I am convinced that you would have found
our considerations of interest and consistent with some
of your views.

Because of the many frank discussions we have had,
I understand your point of view. However, you also
know why we are convinced that the strategy we have
been pursuing offers the only realistic hops of sustained
movement toward a just and durable peace, taking into
account the legitimate interests of all nations and
peoples in the Middle East, including the Palestinians.
If misunderstandings should come between us, they could
undo the progress which has been made and disrupt the

future progress which I am more confident than ever before

lies ahead.
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I am also concerned, as I told Foreign Minister
Khaddam in New York, that the understandable impatience
and frustration in the Arab World would undermine the
growing support which has been so painstakingly built
in my country for the cause of an overall settlement in
the Middle East based on Security Council Resolution 242.
We have no interest in dividing the Arabs. It is only
with their cooperation that we can move toward peace and
avoid another conflagration which could seriously damage
the interests of the U.S. as well as the nations and
peoples of the area.

I am glad that you agree that a meeting at some
point would be useful. 1In the interim we very much
look forward to staying in close touch with you irn
deciding upon the most effective means of making further
progress toward peace in the Middle East, and in hopes
of being able to find a mutually agreeable time for a
meeting between you and President Ford. Such a meeting
would be clearly in the interest of mutual understanding
and the attainment of peace in the Middle East.

Warm regards,

Henry A. Kissinger
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