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of emanation (for these are the terms which come nearest to a description of
the thing), is the work and aim of human knowledge?

Bacon, Francis,Advancement Of Learning & Novum QOrganum, op. cit.,
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(1) tlet the investigation of forms, which are (in the eye of reason at least, and
in their essential law) etemnal and immutable, constitute Metaphysics; and
let the investigation of the efficient cause, and of matter, and of the latent
process, and the latent configuration. .. constitute Physics?.

Bacon, Francis, Advancement Of Learning & Novum Organum, op. cit, P.
374.
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(1) The idea that science can, and should, be run according to fixed and
universal rules, is both unrealistic and pernicious. It is unrealistic, for it
takes too simple a view of the talents of man and of the circumstances which
cencourage, or cause, their development. And it is pernicious, for the attempt

to enforce the rules is bound to increase our professional qualifications at the
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= gxpense of our humanity. In addition, the idea is detrimental to science, for
it neglects the complex physical and historical conditions which influence
scientific change. It makes our science less adaptable and more dogmatic.
All methodologies have their limitations and the only ‘rule’ that survives is
‘anything goes’.? ‘
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(1) (This is shown both by an examination of historical episodes and by an
abstract analysis of the relation between idea and action. The only principle

that does not inhibit progress is: anything goes)
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(1) (The consistency condition which demands that new hypotheses agrec with
accepted theories is unreasonable because it preserves the older theory, and
not the better theory. Hypotheses contradicting well-confirmed theorics
give us evidence that cannot be obtained in any other way. Proliferation
of theories is beneficial for science, while uniformity impairs its critical
power. Uniformity also endangers the free development of the individual.)
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