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Notes ! s¢!

Preface

1. The correct name is the ‘Commonwealth of Nations’, but
this organization is frequently, though controversially,
referred to as the ‘British Commonwealth’ — adescription
which for many former colonies gives too much eminence
to Britain rather than including it on equal status with

the other members of the Commonwealth.

2. William Shakespeare, The Tempest, 1:2.363—4 (London:
Penguin, 1968), p. 77

3. Ibid., I11.2.136-9.

4. George Lamming, The Pleasures of Exile (London:
Michael Joseph, 1960), p. 109
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Notes ! 36!

Introduction: situating the postcolonial

1. For distinctions made between the hyphenated term
‘post-colonial’ and the unhyphenated ‘postcolonial’ see

the Glossary.

2. See, for example, the books by Peter Childs, Leela Gandhi,
Ania Loomba, Bart Moore-Gilbert and Ato Quayson listed
in the Bibliography. See also John Thieme, Postcolonial
Studies:The  Essential ~ Glossary ~ (London:Amold,
2003),and the following anthologies of postcolonial
theoretical essays: Patrick Williams and Laura Chrisman,
eds., Colonial Discourse and Postcolonial Theory: A
Reader (Hemel Hempstead: Harvester Wheatsheaf,
1993); Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths and Helen
Tiffin, eds., The Post-colonial Studies Reader (London:
Routledge, 1995); Gregory Castle, ed., Postcolonial
Discoures. An Anthology (Oxford: Blackwell, 2001);
and BartMoore-Gilbert, Gareth Stanton and Willy Maley,

eds., Postcolonial Criticism (London: Longman, 1997).
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NayantaraSahgal, ‘The Schizophrenic Imagination’ , Wasafiri:
Journal of Caribbean, African, Asian and Associated

Literatures and Film 11 (Spring 1990), pp. 17-20.

This conference convened by Bismarck in Berlin was
attended by fourteen European nations, including
Belgium, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Portugal
and Spain, to determine and share control over
Africa. A series of geometric lines, which paid
little attention to the boundaries established by the
hundreds of indigenous cultures and regions within
the continent, divided Africa into fifty regions, each
allocated to one of the European powers. As H. J.
de Blij and Peter O. Muller remark, ‘The Berlin
Conference was Africa’s undoing inmore ways than
one. The colonial powers superimposed their domains
on the African continent. By the time independence
Retumed to Africa in 1950, the realm had acquired
a legacy of political fragmentation that could neither
be eliminated nor made to operate satisfactorily.” See
de Blij and Muller, Geography: Realms, Regions, and
Concepts (Chichester: JohnWiley & Sons, 1997), p.
340.

Stuart Hall, ‘When was «The Postcolonial»?: Thinking
at the Limit’, in lain Chambers and Lidia Curti, eds.,
The Post-Colonial Question (London: Routledge, 1996),
p. 245.
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6.

10.

1.
12.
13.

India and Pakistan achieved independence in 1947; Sri
Lanka in 1948; Ghana in 1957; and Nigeria, Kenya,
Tanganyika, Uganda, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago,
British Guyana,Malaysia and Singapore, and many other
states between 1960 and 1965.

The papers from the Leeds conference were published
under the title Commonwealth Literature: Unity and
Diversity ina Common Culture, ed. John Press (London:
Heinemann, 1965). Courses in Commonwealth literature
were taught in the 1960s and 1970s by faculty members
at the universities of Kent, Leeds, Stirling and Sussex,
for example. Many of these academics had taught or
been taught in former British colonies.

See Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Decolonising the Mind: The
Politics of Language in Aftican Literature (London:

James Currey, 1986).

See Paul Gilroy, The Black Atlantic: Modemity and
Double Consciousness (Cambridge, MA: Harvard

University Press, 1993).

Frantz Fanon, Black Skin, White Masks, trans. Charles
LamMarkmann (New York: Grove Press, 1967), p. 10.

Ibid., p. 12.
Ibid., p. 14.
L eopold Senghor, Ethiopiques (Paris: Editions de
Seuil, 1956), p. 116. See also Clive Wake and John
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Reed, eds., Senghor: Prose and Poetry (London: Oxford
University Press, 1965), p. 34.

Jean-Paul Sartre, Black Orpheus, trans. Samuel Allen
(Paris: Pr’esence Africaine, 1956),pp. 50—1.Originally
published as ‘Orph’eeNoir’, in L. S. Senghor,
ed.,Anthologie de la nouvelle po’esie n'egre (Paris:

Presses Universitaires de France, 1948).

Wole Soyinka, ‘The Future of African Writing’, The
Horn (Ibadan) 4:1 (June 1960), pp. 10—16.

Chinua Achebe, ‘The Role of the Writer in a New
Nation’, Nigeria Magazine 81 (1964) p. 157.

Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, trans.
Constance Farrington (New York: Grove Press, 1968).

The use of the term ‘native’ is problematic, since it carries
so many disparaging connotations in European discourse.
However, | retain its usage here as Fanon does, with some
irony, to emphasize the contrast set up and maintained

between the indigenous peoples and the colonizers.

. For example, the Oxford Professor of Modern History Sir

Hugh Trevor-Roper stated, ‘At present undergraduates
are demanding to be taught African history, ... [but]at
present there is only the history of Europeans in Africa.
The rest is largely darkness... And darkness is not a
subject for history.” See Trevor-Roper, The Rise of
Christian Europe (London: Thames & Hudson, 1965),
p. 9.
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20.

21.

22.
23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

G. W. F. Hegel, Introduction to the Philosophy of History
(New York: Dover Publications, 1956), p. 99.

Edward Said, Orientalism (1978; rev. edn Harmondsworth:
Penguin, 1991).
Ibid., p. 3.

Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism (London: Chatto
&Windus, 1993).

See Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, In Other Worlds: Essays
in Cultural Politics (London:Methuen, 1987); The
Postcolonial Critic: Interviews, Strategies, Dialogues, ed.
Sarah Harasym (London: Routledge, 1990); Outside in
the Teaching Machine (London: Routledge, 1993); and
A Critique of Post-Colonial Reason: Toward a History of
the Vanishing Present (Cambridge, MA, and London:
Harvard University Press, 1999). See also Donna
Landry and GeraldMaclean, eds., The Spivak Reader.
(New York and London: Routledge, 1996), which
includes an extensive list of publications, among them

many interviews.

Many of Bhabha’s best-known essays are collected in
Bhabha, The Location of Culture (London: Routledge,
1994).

Aijaz Ahmad, In Theory: Classes, Nations, Literatures
(London: Verso, 1992).

Aijaz  Ahmad, Forms/Figures/Formations (London:
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28.

29.

30.

31.

Verso, 1996), and Benita Parry, Postcolonial Studies: A
Materialist Critique (London: Routledge, 2004).

See, for example, ‘The Novelist as Teacher’ in Morning
Yet on Creation Day (London: Heinemann, 1975). Other
essays by Achebe and the influence of Fanon on African

and Caribbean writers will be discussed in chapter 3.

Homi Bhabha, ‘Foreword: Remembering Fanon: Self,
Psyche, and the Colonial Condition’, ‘Introduction’
to Frantz Fanon, Black Skin, White Masks, Liberation
Classics (London and Sydney: Pluto, 1986), pp. vii—

XXVI.

See especially David Lloyd, Anomalous States: Irish
writing and the Post-Colonial Moment (Durham, NC:
Duke University Press, 1993); Marjorie Howes, Yeats’s
Nations: Gender, Class and Irishness (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1996); Elizabeth Butler
Cullingford, [Ireland’s Others: Gender and Ethnicity
in Irish Literature and Popular Culture (Notre Dame:
Notre Dame Press, 2001); Glenn Hooper, ed., Irish and
Postcolonial Writing (Basingstoke:Palgrave Macmillan,
2002); and Clare Carroll and Patricia King, eds., Ireland
and Postcolonial Theory (Cork: Cork University Press,
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Citizens of the world:

reading postcolonial literature

1. Richard Todd, Consuming Fictions (London:
Bloomsbury, 1996), p. 83.

2. Aijaz Ahmad, In Theory: Classes, Nations, Literatures
(London: Verso, 1992), pp. 95—122.

3. Graham Huggan, The Postcolonial Exotic: Marketing the
Margins (London: Routledge, 2001), p. xii..

4. 1bid., p. 13.
5. Ibid., p. 4.

6. See Karin Barker, ed., Africa’s Hidden Histories:
Everyday Literacy and Making the Self (Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 2006), and Stephanie Newell,
West African Literature (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2006), chapter 7.

7. Huggan, The Postcolonial Exotic, p. 46.

8. See, for example, the international conference ‘The
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Colonial and Post-Colonial Lives of the Book 1765—
2005: Reaching the Margins’,which was held at the
Institute of English Studies in London from 3 to 5
November 2005, and the forthcoming book by Robert

Fraser on this topic.
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Twenty-First-Century Fiction

1.

1 Jean-Paul Sartre, ‘Time in Faulkner: The Sound
and the Fury’, in Frederick J. Hoffman and Olga W.
Vickery, eds., William Faulkner: Three Decades of
Criticism (Lansing: Michigan State University Press,
1960), p. 227.

Giorgio Agamben, ‘What Is the Contemporary?’
in Giorgio Agamben, Nudities (Stanford: Stanford
University Press, 201 1), trans. David Kishik and Stefan
Pedatella, p. 10.

Agamben, ‘What Is the Contemporary’, p. 11.

William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury (New York:
Norton, 1987), pp. 53—4.
Julian Barnes, The Sense of an Ending (London:

Jonathan Cape, 2011), pp. 5, 150.

Sally Ledger and Roger Luckhurst, eds., The Fin de
Siécle: A Reader in Cultural History c. 1880 — 1900
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), p. xiii.
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13.

15.

17.

Zygmunt Bauman, Liguid Modemity (Cambridge: Polity,
2000), p. 9.

See Bauman, Liquid Modernity, p. 15. For Paul Virilio’s
theorisation of ‘instantaneous telepresence’ (p. 10), see
Paul Virilio, Open Sky (London: Verso, 2008), trans. Julie

Rose.

Don DeLillo, Point Omega (London: Picador, 2010), p. 17.

. Don DeLillo, Great Jones Street (London: Picador, 1998),

p. 121.

. Virilio, Open Sky, p. 3.
. See Berthold Schoene, The Cosmopolitan Novel (Edinburgh:

Edinburgh University Press, 2009).

Shusheila Nasta, Writing across Worlds: Contemporary
Writers Talk (London: Routledge, 2004), pl.

. See Ursula K. Heise, Sense of Place and Sense of Planet:

The Environmental Imagination of the Global (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2008).

Pascale Casanova, The World Republic of Letters
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2004), trans. M. B.

DeBevoise, p. xii.

. Geoff Ryman, Air (or Have Not Have) (London: Gollancz,

2004), pp. 37, 40.

See Ursula K. Heise, Chronoschisms: Time, Narrative and
Postmodernism (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1997).
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18.

20.

21.

See William Gibson, Pattern Recognition (London:
Penguin, 2003), which tumns around fragments and
single frames of a film broadcast secretly on the internet,
a film whose slow and pared down movement offers the

novel a model of static duration.

. See Jonathan Lethem, The Fortress of Solitude (London:

Faber and Faber, 2003), where Abraham Ebdus is
engaged in the slow, ‘incomprehensible progress’ (p. 8)
of painting a film in individual frames on a light box.
The stalled film offers a kind of time signature to the
novel as a whole. ‘Time was indeed a series of days’,
one of the novel’s characters thinks, ‘and the film of
the block’s changing was as static as a series of hand-

painted frames, considered singly’ (p. 25).
Zadie Smith, ‘Zadie Smith Talks with Ian McEwan’,

in Ryan Roberts, ed., Conversations with lan McEwan
(Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 2010), p.
113.

Nicholas Royle, Quilt (Brighton: Myriad, 2010), p. 82.
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This is Cavell eschewing a definition of «perfectionism»
in Conditions Handsome and Unhandsome, (Chicago:

University of Chicago Press, 1990), p.4.

«Discourse» can be a fraught term; [ use it simply to
describe any loosely bounded sphere of language and of
the human practices that language enables.

Bernard Williams, Truth and Truthfulness (Princeton,
NJ: Princeton University Press, 2002), pp. 61—62.
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Following convention, I cite Plato’s Republic listing book
number and page references to the Henrucis Stephanus
edition (Geneva, 1578) and in modern translation,
here Republic, trans. Desmond Lee (London: Penguin,
2003), VI, 515¢—516a.

The phrase is from Stanley Rosen, Hermeneutics as
Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987), p. 62.
Vermant, Myth and Thought among the Greeks, pp. 116—
117.

Heraclitus, Fragments, trans. Brooks Haxton (London:

Penguin Books, 2001), no. 129, p. 91.

Martin Heidegger, Parmenides, trans. Andre Schuwer
and Richard Rojcewic (Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 1998), pp. xiv, 149.
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Realists and Nominalists

1. Terry Eagleton, After Theory (London, 2003), Ch. 2.

2. For this debate in general, see M.H. Carre, Realists
and Nominalists (Oxford, 1946); D.M. Armstrong,
Universals and Scientific Realism, vol. |: Nominalism
andRealism (Cambridge, 1978); and Michael Williams,
‘Realism: What’s Left?’, in P. Greenough and Michael
P. Lynch (eds), Truth and Realism (Oxford, 2006).

3. For Scotus, see M.B. Ingham and Mechthild Dreyer,
The Philosophical Vision of John Duns Scotus
(Washington, DC, 2004). More advanced studies are
Thomas Williams (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to
Duns Scotus (Cambridge, 2003) and Antonie Vos, The
Philosophy of John Duns Scotus (Edinburgh, 2006). See
also Alasdair Maclntyre, God, Philosophy, Universities
(Lanham, Md., 2009), Ch.12.

4, For a magisterial study, see Gordon Leff, William of
Ockham (Manchester, 1975). An equally informative
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discussion is to be found in Marilyn Adams, William
Ockham (South Bend, Ind., 1989). There is also
some useful material in Julius R. Weinberg, Ockham,
Descartes, and Hume (Madison, Wis., 1977).

Antonie Vos, The Philosophy of John Duns Scotus, p.
402.

Charles Hartshorne and Paul Weiss (eds), Collected
Papers of Charles Sanders Peirce, vol. 1 (Cambridge,
Mass., 1982), para. 458. See also James K. Feibleman,
An Introduction to the Philosophy of Charles Sanders
Peirce (Cambridge, Mass., 1970), p. 55.

Charles Taylor, A Secular Age (Cambridge, Mass. and
London, 2007), p. 94.

See Fernando Cervantes, ‘ Phronesis vs Scepticism: An
Early Modernist Perspective’, New Blackftiars vol. 91,

no. 1036 (November, 2010).

See Terry Eagleton, The Ideology of the Aesthetic
(Oxford ,1991), Ch. 1.
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