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The Sultan was interested. He plied Herzl with cigarettes, the
Grand Cordon of Order of the Majidje, and the color of Herzl's

money. Herzl promised to have an answer for the Sultan soon.
He rushed back to paris, tried desperatly to get some kind of a
commitment from Rothschild- and fariled. In February 1902 , he
returned to constantinople and attempted to maneuver the Sultan
was more explicit: The Turkish government would approve Jewish

settlment throughout the Ottoman Empire, but not as a corporate



group in Palestin. Herzl's hear sank; he recognized that the
Sultan had made a fool of him, and was using the threat of a
Jewish loan to obtain better intrest terms from French creditors.
Herzl's morale badly shaken, he have serious consideration now
to resigning from the presidency of the movment. (pp. 273 - 274
).
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Herzl had been ready to help protect the Tsarist status quo
because he wanted the Tsar to put pressure on the Sultan, the

head of the Ottoman Empire, to let more Russian Jews into



Palestine. He had already made a highly offensive and demagogic
appeal to the sultan were, aiding and raising allegations about
Jewish financial powr. Herzl had offered Jewish regulation of the
sultan's finance in retern for letting the Jewish into Palastine. The
sultan had politly refused .

Herzl's appeal to sultan was revealing in another regard. It
would set seal on Zionist strategy for the rest of the twentieth
century, to be explored in detail in the rest of this book, as the
intrument for Great Power domination of the Arab world. "We
world from a portion of a rampart of Europe against barbarism'.
(D. Vital, The Origins of Zionism, Oxford University Press, 1975 ,
p. 26 ( [140] .
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In the evening Nevlinski returned from Yildiz Kiosk with a

long face and bad news .

He ordered only a half-bottle of champagne- en signe du
deuil -and told me in two words: "It’s all off! the great lord will
not hear of it!"

I took the blow bravely .

" The Sultan told me: if Mr. Herzl is your friend in the
same measure as you are mine, then advise him not to go a
single step further in the matter. I cannot sell even a foot of
land, for it does not belong to me but to my people. They
have won his Empire and fertilized it with their blood. We will
cover it once more with our blood, before we allow it to be
torn from us. Two of my regiments from Syria and Palestine
allowed themselves to be killed to a man at Plevna. Not one of
them vyielded; one and all remained, dead, upon the field. The
Turkish people own the Turkish Empire, not I. I can dispose of

no part of it. The Jews may spare their millions. When my



Empire is divided, perhaps they will get Palestine for nothing. But
only our corpse can be divided. I will never consent to
vivisection ."

They spoke next of other matters. Nevlinski advised him to
bring the Young Turks into the government. The Sultan said
with irony: "A constitution, then? I know this much: Poland’s
constitution did not prevent your fatherland from being partitioned

I was touched and moved by the truly lofty words of the
Sultan, although for the time being they put an end to all my
hopes. There is a tragic beauty in this fatalism which foresees
death and dismemberment, yet this fights to the last breath, if
only through passive resistance [142] .
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a cédé tout de suile.

» Celle organisation pour la lutte étail termi-
née A la fin du mois de juin. Vers le milieu de juil-
let, lo gouvernement envoyait le général Chemsi
pacha, pour poursuivre la bande Niazi. Vous savez
cornment il a été presoue lout de suile tué. On ex-
pédiait en outre, de Smyrne, trente bataillons de
rédifs que nous avons d'autant mieux accueillis
que nous les savions des nolres et qu'ils ont ainsi
grossi les forces dont nous disposions en Macé-
doine. Nous élions tellement déeidés d agir que les
21, 22 ct 23, des télégrammes sont partis, lous les
jours, do Salonique, de Monastir, d'Uskub el de
Sorres, avertissant le grand-vizirab que nous mar-
cherions sur la capilale si la Constilution n'élail
pas immédialemont accordée. Celle Constitution
fut octroyée, par irad¢ impérial, le 24 au malin.
Sans cela, nous aurions mis & excéeulion nolre me-
nace, nous ¢lions préts el nous avions arrélé notre
plan d'opérations. »

Quand il a eu terminé ee rapide historique, jai
posé & Refik bey une question sur le role que, selon
eortains, la franc-maconnerie aurail joud dans ces
événements. Voici ce qu'il m'a répondu:

‘« Tl est vrai que nous avons eu l'appui moral de
la franc-maconnerie, surtout de la franc-magon-
nerie italienno. Il existe, & Balonique, plusieurs
loges: la Macedonia risorta (la Macédoine ressus-
citée), et la Labor et Luz qui dépendent du Grand
Orient d'Italie; la Veritas, du Grand Orient de
“France, la Perseverenza, du Grand Orient d'Es-
pagne, et la Philippos, du Grand Orienl de Gréce,
cello-¢i ayant un but cxelusivement nalionaliste.
A vrai dire, les deux premiéres, seules, nous ont
yraiment servi, Elles ont éi¢ pour nous des refu-
ges, Nous nous y réunissions comme. magons, car
beaucoup d'entre nous font partic de la magon-
nerie, mais en réalité pour nous organiser. De
plus, nous avons pris une grande partic de nos
adhérenls dans ccs loges qui, par le soin avec le-
quel elles faisaient leurs enquéles, servaienl ainsi
do crible & notre comité. On a ey, & Conslantinople,
de vagues soupgons sur le travail seerel qui se fai-
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Ma’ruz-u c¢ékeranemdir ,

Kiirdistin ulemés: beyninde hérika-i zekd ile maStehir Molla
Said Efendi muhtac-1 tedévi oldugundan Sefkat ve  merhamet-i
hazret-i hilafet-pendhiye ilticA ederek bu kerre ol canib-i aliye
azimet eylemiStir. Mumaileyh bu havalide ilimce um@mun merci-i
hall-i muSkilat oldugu halde yine kendisini talebeden sayarak
kiyafetini degi§tirmeye Simdiye kadar muvafakat etmemiStir.
Kendisi velinimet-i a’zam efendimiz hazretlerine hakikaten sadik ve
halis bir dudci olmakla beraber fitraten edib ve kanaatkar ve fikr-i
¢akeranemce Qimdiye kadar Dersaadet’e gitmek bahtiyérhgma nail
olan Kiird wulemés: iginde gerek ahldk-1 hasenece, gerek Zat-1
Hazret-i Hilafet-pendhiye sadidkat ve ubtdiyetce en ziyade Sayan-1
atifet bir zat-1 diyanet-Qidr olmasmna nazaran, mumaileyhin emr-i
tedavi hususunda mazhar-1 teshilat ve nail-i iltifat-1 mahstsa olmasi
umum Kiirdistan talebesi hakkinda ilelebed unutulmaz bir inayet-i

alil-al-i hazret-i padiSahi telakki olunacagmm arzina ciret kilindi



Bu babda ve her halde emr @ ferman hazret-i men
lehii’l-emrindir .
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