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EXHIBITION OF THE LAUGHING GAS.

Tax Nitrous Oxide, or Laughing Gns, was discovered by Dr. Priestly, who produced
it by abatracting a part of the Oxygen from the Nitric Oxide, 1t is composed of equivalent
parts of Oxygen and Nitrogen. efore the Bme of Sir Humphry Davy, it was considered
srrespirable : but by some very interesting experiments, he proved ‘this opinion to be
incorrect ; he also wrote a work, entitled, “%(esc:rch\-s on the Nitrous Oxide.” 1t is named
Laughing Gas on account of the rery eshilarating emations produced in these who respire it
for a shart time : laughing, dancing, Jumping, acting, reciting, and (ast but not least) fighting
are amongst the prominent cffects displayed by persons under its influence.  The Febrile
Misama depresscs and terrifies the mind us wmuch as the Nitrous Oride raises and anlivens it.
Tho oasiest way of making it iv to dissohe Crystals of the Nitrate of Ammonia in a retort, over
a strong flame ; after the atinosphcric air has passed away, the Gas will be given off in qreat
shundance, and muy be colleetd in bladders, ar a gasowmeter, for use. Sulpline, Phosrhorus,
red hat Chareoal, or a Taper, will burn with great brilliance when finmersed in Nitrous
Oxide.
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