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in order to ascertain the meaning of an intellectual conception we should
consider what practical consequences might conceivably result by necessity
form the truth of that concept; and the sum of these consequences will
constitute the entire meaning of the conception.
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Science, the system of conceptual knowledge, has no limits. ... The total
range of life has still many other dimensions outside of science, but, within
its dimension, science meets no barrier. ... When we say that scientific
knowledge is not limited, we mean: there is no question whose answer is in
principle unattainable by science.
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Naturalism: abandonment of the goal of a first philosophy prior to natural
science.
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Naturalism: the recognition that it is within science itself, and not in some
prior philosophy, that reality is to be identified and described.
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Naturalism: abandonment of the goal of a first philosophy . it is sees natural
science as an inquiry into reality, fallible and corrigible but not answerable
to any supra — scientific tribunal, and not in need of any justification
beyond observation and the hypothetico- deductive method.
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my position is a naturalistic one; I see philosophy not as an priori
propaedeutic or groundwork for science, but as continuous with science. I
see philosophy and science as in the same boat - a boat which, to revert to
Neurath’s figure as I so often do, we can rebuild only at sea while staying
afloat in it . There 1s no external vantage point, no first philosophy.
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Naturalism does not repudiate epistemology, but assimilates it to empirical
psychology. Science itself tells us that our information about the world is



limited to irritations of our surfaces, and then the epistemological question
1s in turn a question within science: the question how we human animals
con have moaaged to arrive at science from such limited information. Our
scientific epistemologist pursues this inquiry and comes out with an account
that has a good deal to do with the learning of language and with the
neurology of perception.

The naturalistic philosopher begins his reasoning within the inherited world
theory as a going concern. He tentatively believes all of it, but believes also
that some unidentified portions are wrong. He tries to improve, clarify, and
understand and the system from within. He is the busy sailor adrift on
Neurath’s boat.
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The naturalization of epistemology, as I have been sketching it, is both a
limitation and a liberation. The old quest for a foundation for natural
science, firmer than science itself, is abandoned: that much is limitation.
The liberation is free access to the resources of natural science, without fear
of circularity.
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