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In the philosophy of religion, religious beliefs are explicated, challenged, and defended. The call for justification is raised by the
challenge leveled against religious belief that it is irrational or lacks epistemic justification. Responses to the challenge by those
who wish to defend religious belief are: (1) religious belief does not require any kind of rational justification (e.g., fideism); (2)
religious belief is rationally justified. Those who accept (2) may be divided into: (2.a) those who consider religious belief to be
rational without need of any argument; (2.b) those who find that religious belief needs to be justified by argument. Those who
offer arguments in order to justify religious belief may be divided into: (2.b.i) those who appeal to practical reason, and (2.b.ii)
those who appeal to theoretical reason. Those who appeal to theoretical reason include those who rely on, deductive, inductive,
and on dialectical or abductive reasoning.The religious belief that has received the most attention in the philosophy of religion is
the belief in the existence of God. Traditionally, defenses of belief in the existence of God have been made through attempts to
formulate proofs or demonstrations of divine existence.

For many centuries, the major challenges to monotheistic religious beliefs came from within. Although particular beliefs about
God were challenged and debated, Jews, Christians and Muslims rarely expressed any misgivings about the existence of God. The
traditional proofs for the existence of God were not offered to convince those who did not believe in him. The proofs were
instructional. They showed how theological doctrine could be given a logical structure founded on what were considered to be self
- evident premises or premises evident to the senses. In offering proofs for the existence of God, the concept of divinity also was
given a sharper focus and a philosophical interpretation that was often in some degree of tension with a literal reading of scripture.

The challenges to religious belief that one encounters in secular discussions are not merely claims that a given proof is unsound.
The religious believer is confronted with a demand for evidence that can support religious belief. If evidence in the form of a
rational proof or appeal to religious experience is given, the challenge is pressed against the credibility of the evidence brought.
Challengers also take the offensive, not just claiming that there is no good reason to believe in the existence of God, but attacking
belief in God as unscientific or irrational. Sometimes atheistic proofs are offered, often with reference to the problem of evil.
There have also been attacks on religion based on a positivistic claim that religious propositions are not so much false as
meaningless.

We can see this as a steady march of increasingly harsh accusations. First, the challenge is only that religious belief cannot be
conclusively demonstrated. Next, the challenge is that religious beliefs are not justified, and, furthermore, that they cannot be
justified. Some claim that religious beliefs are altogether irrational, meaningless, or pernicious.

Much of twentieth century philosophy of religion is the outgrowth of these sorts of discussions, which have been largely focused
on the issue of the existence of God. My own view is that there is a very traditional and sound proof for the existence of God that
has been elaborated and reformulated in many different ways by Muslims, and is sometimes called the Burhan al - Siddigin: God
is the truth/reality, al - Haqq. Truth/reality exists. So, God exists. A different formulation than is usually given is developed by the
author of the book before the reader.

Anyone who wants to understand how divinity has been conceptualized by the great philosophers and theologians will benefit
from the study of the attempts to prove God’s existence as well as the attempts to disprove His existence.

The book before the dear reader by Shaykh Ali Khder Ghashi presents the author’s own attempts to use his own original insights
about the proofs for and against the existence of God with attention to numerous contemporary writings by believers and
disbelievers. The book was written with Arabic speaking young people in mind, and it is my prayer that they may benefit from this
work to engage in serious and original thinking about this issue.

Legenhausen

January 2025 .4
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(174) George Douglas Campbell. Eighth Duke of Argyll. "What is Science?" in Good Words 1885;
quoted in Ratzsch. "Perceiving Design." P124
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(198) Eben Alexander, Proof of Heaven: A Neurosurgeon’s Journey into the Afterlife, p 45 - 71, New
York, Simon and Schuster, 2012

(199) Sam Harris, "This Must Be Heaven," The Blog, October 12, 2012

(200) Victor Stenger, "Not Dea Experiences (NDEs)," Huffington Post, October 11, 2012
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(202) Quoted in Robert Hercz, "The God Helmet," http://www.skeptic.ca/Persinger.htm
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