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I do not set up to be a poet. Only an all round literary a
man who talks, not one who sings... Excuse this apology,
but I don’t like to come before people who have a note of
song, and let it be supposed I do not know the difference.

The letters of Robert Louis Stevenson
11, 77 (London, 1899).
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As to an ocasional copy of verses, these are few men who
have leisure to read, and are possessed of any music their
souls, who are not capable of versifying on some ten or
twelve occasions during their natural lives: at a proper
conjunction of the stars. There is no harm in taking
advantage of such occasions.

FITZGERALD
En una carta a Bernard Barton (1842)
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