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The Sultan rode straight to the Church of St . Sophia, where he gave the necessary
orders for the preservation of all the public buildings. Even during the licence of
the 'sack, the severe education and grave character of the Othomans exerted a
powerful influence on their conduct, and on this occasion there was no example
of the wanton destruction and wilful conflagration that had signalized the latin
conquest .
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C'est une chose triste a remarquer que les peuples civilises de I'Europe
ont cinquante ans, que tous les barbares ensemble dans une suite de
siecles . I est dur de penser qu' Alaric et Mahomet II avaint respecte le
parthenon, et qu il a ete renverse par Morsini et lord Elgin .
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papal church had become intolerable to the Greek population, who hailed
the establishment of the Othoman power with dedight " Finlay op. cit.
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" Anciennement, ['instruction était Plus générale chez les Othomans,
parce que les sultans eux mémes étaient instruits, et qu'ils
encourageaient les lettres et les seiences, autant par leur exemple que
par la sagesse de leurs lois." (Mouradja d'Ohsson, Tableau général de
I'Empire Ottoman .)
" Islamism has been frequently represented as opposed to the diffusion
of light, and The Ottoman race in particular as devoted to systematic
ignorance,- two assertions equally devoid of foundation." ( Sir James
porter, Turkey, its history and progress.)
" AII through his regn, in times of peace and war, Orkhan had
encouraged art, literature, science and commerce. Roads, bridges,
schools and pious foundations of this date, which endure to this day,
show that the first Ottomans were not merely the rulers of a barbarous
horde such as modern writers love to imagine.” (Sir Mark Sykes, The
Caliphs' Last Heritage, A short history of the Turkish Empire.)
“Les souverains turcs osmanlis forment une dynastie glorieuse au point
de vue intllectuel.” ( l?aron Cara de Vaux, Les Penseurs de l'islam.)
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" Ce qu'on aura peine a croire d'un empereur presque toujours occupé
de guerres et de conquetes, il fit rendre dans tous ses états une exacte
justice.” de la Croix, Abrégé Chronologique de I'Histoire Ottomane.
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During the best days of Ottoman Empire large sums of money were
spent on roads, trade flourished, the rights of citizens were respected
and the churches of the Christian communities remained unviolated,"
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