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Adnan al-Sayegh was born in al-Kufa, Irag in 1955 and is one of the most original voices
of his generation of poets. His poetry denounces the devastation of wars and the horrors
of dictatorship. Adnan has published eleven collections of poetry, including the 550-page
Uruk’s Anthem (Beirut 1996). He left his homeland in 1993, lived in Amman, and Beirut
then took refuge in Sweden in 1996. Since 2004 he has been living in exile in London.

N O B~ WN

He has received several international awards; among them, the Hellman-Hammet
International Poetry Award (New York 1996), the Rotterdam International Poetry Award
(1997) and the Swedish Writers Association Award (2005), and has been invited to read
his poems in many festivals across the world.

His poetry has also been translated into French, Italian, Swedish, Spanish, Norwegian,
Romanian, German, Danish, Persian and Kurdish.

The following collections of Adnan’s poetry have been published:

1. Wait for me under the Statue of Liberty (Baghdad, 1984).

2. Songs on the Bridge of Kufa (Baghdad, 1986; Cairo, 2011).

3. Sparrows Don’t Love Bullets (Baghdad, 1986).

4. Sky in a Helmet (Baghdad, 1988; Cairo 1991 and 1996).

5. Mirrors for Her Long Hair (Baghdad, 1992; Amman and Madrid, 2002).



6. Cloud of Glue (Baghdad, 1993; Damascus, 1994; Cairo, 2004).

7. Under a Strange Sky (London, 1994; Beirut, 2002; Cairo, 2006).

8. Formations (Beirut and Amman, 1996).

9. Uruk’s Anthem (Beirut, 1996, 2006 and 2017).

10. To Cuddle My Exile (Sweden, 2001; Cairo, 2006; Baghdad, 2015; Canada, 2017).
11. And (Beirut, 2011; Baghdad, 2015).
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