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Ma chere petite Sooma.

Voici la premiere lettre en [rancais [frangais]. Vous pouvez m’écrire

en Arabe mais il faut que vous m’ecriviéz [m’écriviez] dans n’importe

quelle langue. Je suis seul, aneant, distrai, éperdu loin de vous. Vous

m’attendez demain- mercredi- mais je suis obligé de rester ici jusqu’au

Jeudi a cause des malades que je dois soigner. Vous vous rapellez votre

promesse de m’écrire chaque jour. Le premier est passé sans que je

v



ecoive [resoive] aucun mot. Comment passerai
r
Jouces paroles, sans la charmante causerie de ch:

remplir le temps vide, monotone, long,

-Je demain sans vos
aque jour? Comment
les heures de Pas lourds! Je me

fue sans VOUS €L VOUS N'avez que me voir pour sentir de la pitié et de la

sympathie pour ton mari fidéle
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Ma trés chére Sooma,
Je t’ai envoy¢ un telegramme yier midi. J’etais si gené que jai passé la
journée dans un tourment aflreux. Pourquoi tu ne m’écrit pas? Tu n’a pas
le temps? Comment je le trouve moi? Je suis lasc fatiguéc mal soigné seul
et surmenagé mais les moments m’assieds pour t’écrire lorsque ton cher
image m’apparait devant les yeux.... C’est la seul et unique Bonheur!
Tu ne trouve pas un pareil plaisir en m’ecrivant? Je t’aime et j’attends
un mot- une phrase pour me soutenir toute la journéc. Sans un mot de
toi que devicns-je? Un riens? Tu est 'etoile qui brille dans mon horizon.
C’est parce que je t’ai dit mille fois que je t'aime, que je Cai dit plusicurs
fois quc tu’ est tout pour moi« c’est pour cela que tu n’ccrit pas? Pour
savoir de plus que ferai-je? Mais mon petit ange tu sait toi. Je souffre je

pleure je deviens un enfant insensé.

o



. .
ier tout marchait mal. J’avais une humeur tres Mauvaise ¢y . ¢
9 ry < )-,-.'

a Clinique marchait mal. Je disputait, je wai rien gangne, Je

N
df:penfﬁlis Iargent que j'avais en achetant quelques livres de medecine.

; ir demain mais i éer S
Jespere venir de ais il faut que tu m’écrive. Yier soir Dy

25 pris avec lui pour m’éga : o
garly ™ a pris p gayer un peu chez un amis de lui ou il

vait quelqu’un qui joiait lc violon.
y

Je pécrit de la clinique je embrasse et je vous répéte un million de

. L
fOiS quc JC {'aime.

Ibrahim
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Full three months without a single line. Have had nasty dark times.
Had no apetite no tendency no whim to write down anything. Last
year ended v. bad. Began excellent, contained several glorious events.
Ended unexpectedly in failure. Everything was at stake. To-day only
some ray is seen.
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Ministry, minister and all showing disastrous enmity and hatred. Budget

settled behind the screen. Levelling of director and the subordinates. No

use convincing chiefs to the contrary.
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Got nothing. This year- no increase- no promotion. Our section is

awflully wronged.
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Forgot to mention that last month I lectured by invitation at Mansourah
on &l o)l & $oow to the society of &lal 2. It was a magnificent
reception. [ recited too 3 Wl JUJ. In short a memorable night.
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Principes du succés, Psychology of Character, Psychoanalysis—Emest Jones.
Finished “What is Man?”" by Mark Twain. V. impressive. Will never forget
what he said ‘We only do what pleases us, what pleases the “master” in
us, what makes us avoid pain and find peace, ranquility. (...) The principes
du succés is v. impressive too. For success there must be audacity based on
thinking, aims etc. It is a fine book. (...) Have been reading Arabic 3
s, finished b ot Ol <zl p 23S o) 3 sa. Very good revival of
study and worth contnuing,
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The wife is fine. Eternal quarrel with my sisters. They accuse her of

going with .... It cannot be without basis. She likes him and she had

times with him. I forgive her. God forgive me.

po B Ll Ltagn Ll S g St &l Ll Lo s d g 1)
G G651 Laal 435 4 Loms L] Aol o LTl 0T Y L
A gmalls ol

S NAEE Lal Vo lsus by

Quarrelled with wife today. She was nasty and sulky yesterday just because
I said I got no enough money today. I had L.E. 20 to spare. I put them all
under the service of her and her children. She is looking towards & forwards
for a check of L.E. 4,70 in my pocket. Why should she not have it and
squander it all>? That is what she’s thinking of! They said she is &} 5! She
is! She only thinks of her own points of view. Seems she deserves what bad
luck she has met. Some of these scandals might be true. No crime without

retribution, [ have had mine but [ have tried to aquit my conscience.
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O my heart, do not-ask where is love.

It was a fort of my imagination—and it fell.

Let’s drink together over its ruins

Let’s drink and let my tears slake my thirst—

My yearning for you burns into my side

And the seconds are live coals in my blood.

Give me my [reedom! Let loose my hands!

I have given you my all and held back nothing,

T ache with your bonds drawing blood from my wrists

Why do I hold on to them when they have availed me nothing?

Why do I hold on to vows you have broken

And this pain of imprisonment when the world is mine?
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The quality of-mcrcy is not strained
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven,
Upon the place beneath.
It is twice blessed.

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes.
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ighticst in the mighticst,
1

fuis
cs the throned monarch better than his crown

I bccom

tcr show$ the force of temporal power,

His €€
n allributc to awc a
rcin doth sit the dread and fear of kings.

nd majesty.

whe
Bul mer!

juis enthroned In ¢

cy is ahove this sceptercd sway,
he earts of kings,

jrisan ateribute tO God himself.

And carthly

rcy seasons justice.

power dost the become likest God’s

thre me
Therefore Jew,

Thoughjusticc be thy plea, consider this,

That in the course of justice we all must see salvation

We all do pray for mercy

And that same prayer doth teach us all to render the deeds of me

rcy.

I have spoke thus much to mitigate the justice of thy plea

Which if thou dost follow, ,

This strict court of Venice

Must needs give sentance gainst the merchant there

(The Merchant of Venice, Act IV, Scene I)
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Wrote a contract with the Nahda for the translation of Shakespear-ean

sonnets and ‘Venus and Adonis’ for L.E. 70. Not started anything yet.

When shall I??
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L'Albatros i

Souvent pour s’amuser les hommes d'équipage Prennent des albatros
vastes oiscaux des mers Qui suivent Wu compagnons de voyage

Le navire glissant sur les gouflres amers. A peine les ont.ils déposés

sur les planches Que ces rois de I'azur maladroits et honteux Laissen;
piteusement leurs grandes ailes blanches Comme des avirons trainer 3
coté d'eux. Ce voyageur ailé comme il est gauche ct veule ! Ly nagueére s

heau qu'il est comique et laid ! L'un agace son bec avee un bryle Rueul
. e
L'autre mime en boitant l'infirme qui volait ! Le Poéte est semblable au

prince des nuées Qui hante la tempéte et se rit de 'archer ; Exilé sur | sol
au milicu des huées Ses ailes de géant I'empéchent de marcher.

Charles Baudelaire, Les Fleurs du mal
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Not marble nor the gilded monuments Of princes shall outlive this powerfu)
rhyme; But you shall shine more bright in these contents Than unswept stone
besmear’d with sluttish time. When wasteful war shall statues overturn And
broils root out the work of masonry Nor Mars his sword nor war’s quick fire
shall burn The living record of your memory. ‘Gainst death and all oblivious
enmity Shall you pace forth; your praise shall still find room Even in the

eyes of all posterity That wear this world out to the ending doom. So till the
judgment that yourself arise You live in this and dwell in lovers’ eycs.
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