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Burag legend were not consolidated until the formulition of the
ludxlj: literature (Bravmana 1983: 75). The esublished representation
of al-Buraq usually comprises a crowned head, often of a young
woman, antached to a winged horse (see figure 5.3). The inspiration
for this, according to Arrold (1965: 119), was drawn from

pre-lIslamic representative traditions in western Asia, including the

ART, TRADE AND IDEAS 145

Figure 53 Al-Buraq image (afier Bravmann 1983: 73)

centawr of Babylon, the 'man-headed bulls” of Assyna and the
Sphinx. It was a powerful image among Sufis in Iran, but also of
particular populanity in both West Africa and Indonesia. In West
Africa, al-Buray is represented on printed posters imported from
Egypt and North Africa, and in stylized amules form, on masks,
and in onc insance supportng an initiation drum of the non-Muslim
Baga people of coastal Guinea (Bravmann 198): 82). Al Bur.lq images
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