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He turned away from them and sald "Alab' Poor Yusuf‘" He Loz Al

tried to hide his feelings, but his eyes turned white with grief!" |
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Wealth and children are the adornment of the life of this world: iax 2

" but the things that endure, good deeds, are of far greater merit

in your Lord’s sight, and a far better source of hope.
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Have they not travelled through the earth, and seen what was | doxr A
' the end of those before them? Allah destroyed them completely | '

and a similar fate awaits the disbelievers
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Abu Huraira said that he
heard Allah’s Messenger
say, ‘‘The first action for
which a man will be held
accountable on the day of
be his

resurrection  will

prayer. If it is sound he
will be prosperous and
successful, but if it is
unsound he will be
unfortunate and miserable.
If any deficiency is found in
his obligatory prayer the
Lord Mighty and Sublime
will issue instructions to
consider whether His
servant has any voluntary
prayers that can complete
what is insufficient in his
obligatory prayers. Then
the rest of his actions will

be treated in the same

fashion.
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avoiding us. Their attitude |

towards us changed. It
seemed to me as if 1 did
not even know the place I
was in. This was no longer
the town I lived in. We
continued in this condition
for 50 days. My two
friends stayed at home,

crying. [ was the youngest

- and the strongest of the
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three, so I continued to go |

out and attend the

congregational prayers

with other Muslims.
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markets, but nobody

' would speak to me. I |

would also go to the

Prophet and greet him as |

he sat down after prayers. |

I would always think to

e iS > ". Ry |myself "Have I detected

ol B Gl i

any movement on his lips

- suggesting that he has

answered my greeting?" [
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and look at him stealthily.

with my prayer, he would
look at me, but when I
looked towards him, he
would turn his face the
other way.

When this harsh treatment
of the Muslim community
seemed to have lasted too
long, I climbed the wall of
which

an orchard

' belonged to a cousin of

named Abu Qalai

dah, and whom 1 loved |

more than anyone else.
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with his riches has no
choice but to share them
out - and there would be
no end to this - or to
refuse them which would
make him seem mean and
would attract universal
hostility. If you wish to
give something to

somebody, do it of your

own initiative and before | _ .

he asks for it; this is more
noble, more disinterested
and more worthy of

praise.
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If they would follow the
example of the people (of
the past) in other respects
and in the qualities of
perfection that were theirs
and for which they are
well known, it would be
better for them, if they
would know.

I once criticized a royal

prince for being so eager
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the strings.

I told him it was not a |
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concern him and that it

did not befit his position. |

He referred me to Ibrahim

b. al-’'Mahdi who was the
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| yet [these poor folk of the

Hejaz] do not have the

[sort of hospitality] for

everyone whom

\

‘ they
receive. Now, this substance
| called coffee is inexpensive

. and easy to prepare, and

‘ people are satisfied by it,

| whether they are rich or |

| poor, chiefs or followers. It
! therefore allows the poor to
| save face at times when

they receive a guest. Hence,

it is not far-fetched to
conclude that it is a
religiously praiseworthy

}Hejaz, because from a

E [religious] point of view, a
man has to maintain his

honor.
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can be easily explained,
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French was not friendly,
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of their being the
immediate colonizers. And
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additional number of
English persons during
this period and the
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| Badia Force which was

. based in Zarqga, made the

people apprehensive ...
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of contemporary Arabic
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We must stop engaging in
a type of narcissism and
hollow pride, believing
that the cultured Arab in

particular has played,

throughout the last half |

century, an enlightening
and influential role in
Arabic public life in
general. This 1s because we

have witnessed, during the

Cl"‘“”
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first half of the last |

century, a constellation of |

' cultured persons and

thinkers whose ideas and

practices have had a

profound impact on the

cultural, political, and

educational life in Egypt |

and the Levant.
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prominence in other Arab
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societies like Iraq and
some of the countries of
Arab Northwest Africa.
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Although a number of |

young writers, some of
whom have become
acquainted with this

literary form through the

cinema, and later, books, |

have made attempts,
however, these have not
found resonance, neither
amongst critics nor with
readers. It is worth noting

that many literary writers

low style, and writing in it
to be simply descent into
a popular literary form in
which direction they don»t
want to go in a departure
from their writings which
continue to be dependent
on the major political

1ssues and romantic

s Lo ]l | fantasy.
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The demand for modernity
is no longer a foreign ideal
that the Arab elite is
striving to transmit, rather
it has become an internal
dynamic within society

under the patronage and

supervision of the

| colonizing countries, which

crowds out traditional

structures and breaks them

down. So, Arab society has |
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. become pulled between two

powerful dynamics:  the

dynamic of modernization,

- with its technical facilities,
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its economic and
administrative
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cultural and intellectual |
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" Abdel Aziz assumed the

- rule over Al-Andalus by

- commission from his father,
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Musa bin Nusair Abdel
Aziz was a successful ruler.
He accompanied his father

on most of his military

campaigns and gained |

experience from him in |

administrative work, and
when he began to govern,
he demonstrated a sincere

desire to organize the new

administration, establishing |

LY ks s Golo

a divan [a high
governmental body] to
apply legal rulings and
organize them for the
purpose of attracting and
bringing in Muslims of the
various tribes.
encouraged marriage
between Arabs and
Spaniards in order to foster |

a homogeneous society,
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the wife of Rodrigo. During
his time agricultural,
industrial, and commercial
life was invigorated by the
migrants that travelled to Al-
the

Levant, and Iraq. In spite of

Andalus from Egypt,

this, Abdel Aziz was accused

" of falling under the influence
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of his wife such that Gothic
customs and habits began to
reflect on his beliefs and his
lifestyle, and she pushed him
to think about separating
from Damascus and

independence for Al-Andalus.

| Even though we donit have

definitive evidence of his

leanings
independence, this seems
possible under the

circumstances then existing in

he himself marrying Egilona, |

towards | i
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Spain. His adversaries |

disapproved of his behaviors |

and then took things to the |

extreme, killing him during
his prayer time. It appears

that he was the victim of an

connected with
Caliphate’s position towards
his father, and putting a halt |

‘ those distant lands.

Caliphate in Damascus, and |
presumably, this incident was
the |

to his family's ambitions in

|
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Adbel Aziz married a
Christian woman after his
father left [Al-Andalus),
the daughter of an
Andalusian king, who was
said to be the daughter of
King Rodrigo of Al-
Andalus who was killed
by Tariq, and she
introduced him to a life of
indescribable plenty. When
she moved in with him
after marriage she said,
“Why domt I see the
people in your kingdom
glorifying you or bowing

down as the people in my

father’s kingdom did for |

him?
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He didn"t know what to |

EftﬁLéij"-._uLa),L_,r_u

say, so he ordered a door
cut out in a part of his
castle and made it low. He
would invite people to
enter and as they came in

through the door their

heads would tilt due to |

the door’s lowness, she

being in a location where

she could watch the

. people, and when she saw
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' made stronger.” It got out |

[EE{IRVIET/ FSVPRRTIEN &

J‘!“"“"-Jl ?_.LJJ i.v,..-a)_.K_]'I .

Cirmall L)) 4l g Ll

b')_g».f._:_?_:-oub)_o_:_éf

g3y g s

2 § —;MJ— 'lLi.:L‘.Jlj

' tribes rebelled against him |

il BLED e gl

that she told Abdel Aziz,

“Now your rule has been

¢ | that he had actually made

the door for this purpose
and some alleged she had
converted him to
Christianity, so Habib ibn
Fihri,~Abi ~ Ubaida

-Nabigha al-Ziyad ibn al

al

Tamimi, and some of their

associates from Arab

- and united together to kill

- Abdel

- what

Aziz because of

they had heard

about him.”
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The reason he was killed

l'was that his father

ace oy OF O [al=Y] |

- appointed him to govern

over Al-Andalus, as we
have mentioned, upon
returning to the Levant. So
he took charge and put it in

order and on the right

track, protecting its |

vulnerable frontiers and

conquering cities during his

. . < . | time of rule which still

remained after his father's

time. He was good and

virtuous, and married the

wife of Rodrigo. He became |

fond of her and she had a

strong influence over him
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and tried to persuade him |

to have his associates and

citizens bow when entering, |

, bus 5 o)
[ =G o

as used to be done for her

husband Rodrigo. So he |

told her, **'That’s not done

in our religion”,
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- attacked him with swords in
| one blow and took his head
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. and Sulayman showed it to
his father, who tried to bear |

- -

NN

but she wouldnt let him be
until he had ordered that a
low door be opened into the
council chamber where he
would sit, and anyone who
came through it would bend
his head so he seemed to be
bowing. She accepted this

and came to view it as

bowing, and said to him, |

“Now you have become like
a king, all that’s left is for me
to make you a crown with
and he
refused but she wouldn't let
him be until he had done it.

my gold and pearls,”

The Muslims found out
about this and people said he
had become a Christian, and
they became aware of the

door, rising up against™ him

and killing him at the end of |

the year ninety-seven. Others
have said that Sulayman ibn
Abd al-Malik sent orders to
the soldiers concerning killing
him when he became angry at
his father Musa bin Nusair.
While he was at the mihrab,

they went in. He prayed the |

dawn prayer and had read
“*The Opening’’ and “‘The
Event’’ and then they

and brought it to Sulayman,

up under this tragedy.
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| Kings who have not been
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Musa appointed his son

Abdel Aziz to be in charge |
over Al-Andalus. After his |

~ father left, he married Umm |

| was Ayla), and lived with
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Asim, who had been |

Rodrigo’s wife (her name |

her in Seville. After they

married she said to him, **- |

crowned have no authority!
How about if I make you a
crown from the jewels and

gold T have left?"" He |
replied, “*That’s not done in
our religion! so she said, |
“How would the people of |
your religion know what I
you're doing when you're |
alone?”” and wouldn’t let it |
g0 until he did so. One day
while he was sitting with
her, crown on head, just
then a woman entered
whom Ziyad ibn al-Nabigha
al-Tamimi had married and
who was a daughter of one

of their kings,
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and she saw him with the
crown on his head. She said
to Ziyad, *‘Shall I not make
and he

replied, ““Wearing one is not

you a crown?”’

allowed in our religion! and
she said to him, **By our
Lord Jesus Christ, it is on
the head of your king and
leader! Ziyad informed
Habib bin Abi ‘Abda about
this and then they spoke
about it until the top
soldiers had heard about it,
and he cared for nothing
other than exposing this
until they had seen it with

their own eyes. They said,

““He’s become a Christian! |

and then attacked him, and
so they killed him. Most
people believe this story
isn’t true, that instead they
killed him by order from
Sulayman. It's also been
said that they rather killed
him because he refused to
obey Sulayman ibn Abd al-
Malik. Al-Razi said, "'He
was one of the best of
rulers. However, his period
did not last long because
the soldiers rose up and
killed him for things they
were angry with him about.
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Religion is very easy and whoever overburdens himself in his religion will not be
able to continue in that way
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Then you should take care of your secretarial workers. Put the best of them in
charge of your affairs Your selection of these people should not be on the basis
of your understanding (of them), confidence and good impression.
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Maysarah and his men were being confronted by the Romans in intense daily
battles and they would only separate at night. The Romans received

reinforcements daily while the Muslims suffered from fatigue and wounds

but did not lose heart. It was as if they were a people whom Allah had veiled

from death.
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Despite his meanness, Abu Sa’id Mada’ini was a proud man with a deep sense of

self-respect.
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Umar arrived at al-Jabiya, he decided to divide the land among the Muslims.
Muadh said to him: "By God, this will lead to something reprehensible. If you
divide it, the people will come into a tremendous amount of wealth. Then upon
their death it may pass on to a single man or a woman. Those who come after
them and replace them in the defence of Islam will not find anything. Consider

a measure that will be equally beneficial for those present and those who come

later.”

Ibn Qays [related] that he heard Umar discussing the division of the land with the

people." He then mentioned this statement of Muadh and said: Umar adopted

the view expressed by Muadh.
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While I was lodging there, a cousin of mine and his son came to stay. Out of the

blue, I received this note from Kindi:

"A planned stay of a night or two by these two newcomers can be tolerated but
condoning an overnight stay might encourage them to sojourn for longer.»

I wrote advising him that they would be staying for about a month, to which he
replied,

"The rent for your apartment is thirty dirhams a month; with the six of you, that
works out at five dirhams per person, per month. Now that your number has

increased by two. I have no choice but to impose a supplement of two fivers.

From today, your rent will be forty dirhams.»

I wrote back:*What harm does their presence do to you or the weight of their
bodies to ground that bears the weight of mountains? The expense of their visit
is my responsibility, not yours. I invite you to advise me of your reasons in

writing.»

Well, little idea did I have of what I'd stirred up and dropped myself into! He sent

me the following letter:

"The catalogue of factors prompting the increase is extensive and widely
acknowledged. It includes the high cost of having the cesspit drained more
frequently because it fills up faster. There is the fact that, the more feet there

are, the more the roof and floors are walked on»
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In the sixth [twelfth] century, the Almohad dynasty flourished and had possession
of both shores. The Almohads organized their fleet in the most perfect manner
ever known and on the largest scale ever observed. Their admiral was Ahmad
as-Sigilli, who belonged to the Sadghivan, a branch of the Sadwikish, who lived

on the island of Jerba. The Christians had captured him there, und he had

grown up among them. The ruler of Sicily (Roger II) selected him for his

Y\



service and employed him in it, but he died and was succeeded by his son,
whose anger (Ahmad) somehow aroused. He feared for his life and went to
Tunis, where he stayed with the chief of Tunis, one of the Banu 'Abd-al-
Mu’min. He went on to Marrakech. and was received there by the caliph Yusuf
al-"Ashrt b. "Abd-al-Mu'min with great kindness and honor. (The caliph) gave
him many presents and entrusted him with command of his fleet. (As
commander of the fleet) he went to wage the holy war against the Christian
nations. He did noteworthy and memorable deeds during the Almohad
dynasty. In his period, the Muslim fleet was of a size and quality never, to our
knowledge. attained before or since. When Salah-ad-din Yusuf b. Ayyub, the
ruler of Egypt and Syria at this time, set out to recover the border cities (ports)
of Syria from the Christian nations and to cleanse Jerusalem of the
abomination of unbelief and to rebuild it, one fleet of unbelievers after
another came to the relief of the border cities (ports), from all the regions near
Jerusalem which they controlled. They supported them with equipment and
food. The fleet of Alexandria could not stand up against them. (The Christians)
had had the upper hand in the eastern Mediterranean for so long, and they had
numerous fleets there. The Muslims, on the other hand, had for a long time
been too weak to offer them any resistance there, as we have mentioned. In this
situation, Salah-ad-din sent *Abd-alKarim b. Mungqidh, a member of the family
of the Banu Munqidh. the rulers of Shayzar, as his ambassador to Ya'qub al-
Mansur, the Almohad ruler of the Maghrib at that time. Salahaddin had taken
Shayzar away from the Banu Munqidh but had spared them to use them in his
government. Now, he sent "Abd-al-Karim, a member of that (family), to the
ruler of the Maghrib to ask for the support of his fleets, to prevent the fleets of
the unbelievers from achieving their desire of bringing relief to the Christians in

the Syrian border cities (ports).
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